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FUSING wruditional Arab
sonmds and Westem clas-
sical music log:ﬂiuﬁ r.llr.

©® Maestro sets the :

speciality. of P
bom American and
violin - maestro  Simon
Shabicen.

The Catholic Arab mus-
ciart wod
been performing nud and
vM’I:('.‘ :&z e was i small

avours (0 spread
his love o this music .E:u
the world,

Mr. Shaheen und  his
cnsemble © Quantara  went
another  step lunther in
spnmmdnnlmmeuyk@f
music when they made

debiil
Blhrnlaan:lnml l{nll
b able (o perform
g 0 i
the Anaby workl is- one of the
d;mmummn.m

"I wanted ‘o be in New
YAk 10 expore miyself b 4o
many  fantastic rmml.:m
aroun

tone at music festival

By REBECCA TORR
allinved me to travel to the Arub
workd for the first trme becauge
lmdﬁﬂ)clwwl]rtgnnc.lmld-
numv:l

S‘hll:m wxn borti in the

Jerosulom.”

After graduiting ‘from the
Academy of Music in Jerusalem
in” 1978, Mr Shoheen was

in usmmmwoh\mh

New York City o complete his
graduate in
atthe Manhattan Schopl of
Music and later i

Columbia
nters

lar 1962, Mr
'Shahee
paned: |

‘Wwith {r

“| Wiy trained and grew up

aditional Arabic misic
and my father was the Tirst) o
intmduce me W this fantaEstic

epertoire, then 1 went 1o sty

clisical missic,” he sud.
“AL the same | lime, | was

wotld and of eourse Seth

Amenican music was 8 g thing.

lifs,
1 came to New York

m!'mhhudmyiclulﬂ.lmn-

cdmmmn@wcumuum

misic in the Middle East. They
are uhundmung it foe some rea-

lu the 1990s, Mr Shaheen
created something he describes
s Eline to fusion music and in
2001, with his ensemble, mode
his first: recoriding called Biue
Flame.

This recording. he  said
became a kind pf comenstone in
finding the. clash in musical

Juzry improvikas
tions, not oaly
with iraditional
Arabie  chythos
but nlso importing
Sowth | American
riwehms, such  as
using - flmenco,

which i oginally
Arahic, saticd.

launehed
Bahrain’s

Vsl Speealy

International

Musie Pesaval. organised by the US Embassy.
The wisek. i lonal Mr - Shaheen’s  visit o

MU Concert featunes Artiis Bnhmnwnwgmmudbyﬂll

from laly, Syrie, Argenting,  ministry in co-operition with

Palesting, France and Portugal. - M‘IE:W
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